Introduction to Adware / Spyware

i. A spyware gathers information about the victim user and passes the information back to a remote computer.  The information includes usage of browser, computer habits and even personal information stored as cookies, such as credit-card number and e-mail address.
**
Ref : http://www.microsoft.com/info/cookies.mspx
ii. A typical spyware installs itself so that it starts every time the computer boots up and runs at all times, monitoring Internet usage.  Therefore, spyware will slow down the performance of a computer.
iii. An adware produces window pop-ups that show advertisements.  An adware may also be a spyware and should be removed as soon as possible.
iv. While a virus is usually written by a single person, a spyware or adware is more likely developed by a team of programmers.  They may use advanced techniques that avoid detection by anti-virus.
v. Spyware is not strictly a virus which causes damages to files.  The laws for virus cannot be applied to spyware.
vi. Spyware/Adware removers:

A. Ad-aware:

http://www.lavasoft.de/support/download/
B. Spybot:


http://www.spybot.info/en/index.html
C. Spyware doctor:
http://www.pctools.com/spyware-doctor/download



(N.B.
A &B are freeware)
